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Abstract of JP2000063137 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a 
method and an apparatus for cutting a glass 
plate by extending a vertical crack from a slight 
flaw such as a marking flaw etc. as a starting 
point by taking advantage of thermal stress, 
SOLUTION: This cutting method comprises 
carrying out an operation for making a slight 
flaw 2e on the surface of a glass plate 2 by a 
cutter 1 and an operation for bringing a cooling 
medium 55 into contact with the slight flaw 2e 
to cut the glass plate 2. The cutter is equipped 
with a flaw forming means 4 which is installed 
relatively movably from the glass plate 2 and 
forms the slight flaw 2e on the glass plate 2 
and a cooling medium contacting means 5 
which is arranged relatively movably from the 
glass plate 2 and brings the cooling medium 
55 such as liquid nitrogen, etc. into contact 
with the slight flaw 2e. Preferably before the 
slight flaw 2e is formed, a glass part 2w on 
which the slight flaw 2 is to be formed is 
heated by a heating means 6. 
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